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Is Sharon High? 


Is there a drug problem in Sharon High? 
According to a grade 12 student surveyed 
recently, the answer is no. His comments on 
the survey included the following statement: 
"TJ have tried a lot of drugs but I wouldn't 
necessarily do them more than maybe twice 
or three times a year. (i.e. acid). Some 
I have tried I will never do again. Not 
everyone abuses drugs to the point to which 
they will pass out. Some people know how to 
control their drug use, some don't--and they 
abuse drugs. That's wrong and I feel sorry 
for them." He has also used alcohol or drugs 
before or during school. For. all his worldly 
knowledge on the subject in question, he is 
quite incorrect. Any use or solicitation of 
narcotics within the confines of Sharon Hich 
School and its grounds is illegal and con- 
stitutes a problem. 

The survey reveals that the availability 
of drugs in Sharon High is significant, since 
90% of students who had used drugs before or 
during school had also purchased drues in 
school. Yet more than half the students sur- 
veyed said no when asked if they thourht there 


was a drug problem in Sharon High School. 

The problem iS a complex one. Do students 
smoke, drink, shoot up, take a hit, or snort 
only for the high or the "buzz"? No, many 
students said it was to release tension or to 
forget problems. Some said they were curious, 
others: “Feels creat!", still others asked, 

"Why not?". The reply—-"For the hell of it.”-- 
was also prevalent in answer to the question, 


"Why @o you drink/get high?" 


The facts are as follows: 1 in 7 students in 
grade 9 have used drugs before or during school. 
1 in 2 students in grade l2 have used drugs be- 
fore or during school. 

The drugs used by studenta of Sharon Highjin- 
clude alcohol, pot,"coke,"L.S.D.,,valium and 
amphetamines. 

The age at which students started drinking and 
or taking drugs ranged from 11 to 18. Many said 
that they didn't start until they got to Hi 

Less than 3% of the students surveyed use drugs 
or drink alone. 


DRUG SURVEY 
(continued from pe. 1) 


The survey results to the question, "When 
authorities say that substances like pot are 
harmful to your health, do you believe them?", 
are fiven below. 


Grade _Male_ -Female_ 

YES No YES No 
9 80% 20% 79% 21% 
10 77% 23% 80% 20% 
11 75% 25% 68% 32% 
12 81% 19% 100% - 


(These figures have been rounded. Approximately 2% 
of all students surveyed said “maybe.") 


The use of drugs (including alcohol) by SHS 
students varies greatly. There are all types of 
people: those who never use any type of drug, 
those who use them only on special occasioms(such 
as parties) those who use only on weekends and 
those who use them in school. Some people say that 


there is no drug problem in Sharon High if one com- 


pares it to other schools;however,the use of drugs 
still exists. 


When asked to comment further on the 
questionnaire, students said: "I like to 
get a buzz on, and for me as for many of 
my friends it fills a gap missing for lack 
of opposite sex companionship which we are 
having a hard time to get." 

"Drinking is great if done correctly." 

"Drugs R great." 

"This survey assumes that EVERY person 
in this school has used drugs or drank before. 
This is not true!" 

"Kids do these things just so they can 


1e do drugs. The 
happier place to live 
Clearly the opinions within the school 
differ greatly. However different, the use, 
possession, or sale of narcotics in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, carries the 
penalties of fines or jail or both. 


--Darryl Rowe 


Students Speak Up 


We asked a few seniors about their use of 
drugs including alcohol. None regretted using 
drugs. All of them said their friends were 
also drugs users. For the most part, they 
take drugs socially at parties or ex erimently 
pecause they enjoy the experience. ne of 

Save us an essay on dru s fe) 
which follows. . ee 

"Many people don't understand drugs and end 
up abusing them. This is wrong. gs are 
for one's use, not abuse. I stoke dope often 
but any other "mind expanding” type drug that 
I might do, like LSD (acid), is done very 
infrequently and is therefore limiting me to 


using it, mot abusing it....anyone trying 
out new drugs should not be influenced by 
any puter force as to whether they like the 
drug or not. 


One should decide what he can find that 
provides that experience, That person should 
also be able to realize what drugs are not 
good and are not meaningful to him ond he 


2 should be aware enough of it to refuse them." 


DRUGS MOST FREQUENTLY USED BY YOUTHS 


Drug Common Names 
Alcohol Booze, Grapes 
Marijuana Herb, Reefer, Grass, pot, weed, 


Ganja 

Red devils, Bennies, Speed, Uppers, 
Reds, Pep pills 

Barbs, blues goof balls, downers, 
yellow jackets 

PCP,angel dust, peace pill, hog, kil- 
ler weed, krystal 

H, Junk, Horse, smack, seag 

Snow, girl, coke, blow 


Amphetamines 
Barbiturates 
Pheneylidine 


Herion 
Cocaine 


MEDICAL USES 


Aleohol 
Marijuana 
Amphetamines 


None 

Possibly to treat glaucoma 

To increase energy, formerly widely 
prescribed for weight control 

To induce sedation and sleep, anesthetic, 
anti-convulsant. 


Barbituates 


PCP Veterinary anesthetic 
Herion None 
Cocaine Local anesthetic 


POSSIBLE EFFECTS 


Alcohol-Uncoordination, decrease in respiration, red eyes, 
slurred speech, relaxed inhibitions. 

Marijuana- Increased appetite (especially for sweets), red 
eyes, dry mouth, laughter, altered perception, loss of 
sense of time, paranoia, relaxed inhibitions. 

Amphetamines-Decrease in appetite, increase in energg, in- 
crease pulse rate, gregarious behavior, can stay awake 
for very long periods of time before finally "crashing". 

Barbiturates- Drowsiness, sedation, decrease in respiration 
simular to alcohol, slurred speech, decreased alterness. 

Pheneyelidine-Visual or auditory hallucinations, preoccupation 
w/death, profuse sweating, feelings of estrangement, 
numbling sensations. 

Hera n- - Frequent scratching, drowsiness, depressed respira- 
tion, euphoria, constricted pupils, muscular twitching, 
loss of appetite, nausea, injection scars. 

Coeaine- Euphoria, increased energy, dilated pupils, increased 3 
pulse rate, talkativeness, stimulation followed by de- 
pression. 


PHRASES USED BY ADDICTS 


Are you anywhere ? 
Are you holding? 
Itand to Hand 
Hungry Croaker 


Do you have any natcotics? 


Delivery of narcotics 

Doctor who sells drugs or pre- 
scriptions 

‘Making a Croaker for 
a Reader Getting a prescription from a 


doctor. 


Toss out, or throw , a 
wing ding To feign a spasm in order to 
obtain narcoties from a doctor. 


COMMON TERMS USED BY ADDICTS 


Bindle or deck-Bag, coin envelope, aluminum foil, wrapped 
~ quality 6f drugs. 
Bom B -Marijuana cigarette dipped in heroin. 
Burned-To be sold a turkey 
Burned Out- Collapsed veins, 
Burnedt® be revealed by an informer 
utfit/Works- Hypodermic outfit 
Cop- To purchase narcotics 
Pass-To pass is an actual transfer of drugs 
Hot Shot- Fatal dose 
Tracks- Collapsed veins appearring through skin 
Spike-llypo-needle 
Speedball- Combo. of cocaine and heroin maybe used for a 
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Hallueinogens 


LSD, ACTD 


Dangers -Reeurrance of psychotoxie episodes which may 
oceur months after the injection. Damage to chromo- 
somes, and offspring. 

HEROIN 

How Taken- Any route 

Primary effeet-Sedative and analgesic unpleasant to people, 

"depending on dose, progress into coma and death from 
respiratory failure. 

Dangers-Psychie and physical dependence and tolerance dev- 

3 elop rapidly. 

MARIJUANA 

How taken-Smoked, made into candy, sniffed, mixed w/honey 
or drinking, or w/butter spread on bread. 

Dangers-Aeccident prone due to time and space sense distur- 
banees, vivid visions, and dangerous to himself and 
others. 

AMPHETAMINES a 

How taken- Tablet or capsule or intravenous injection 
“Primary effeect- Wakefullness, increased alertness. Intravenous 
doses cause cocaine-like psychotoxie effects 
Dangers-High blook pressure, abnormal heart beats, heart 
attacks, weight loss, hallucinations, jumpiness and dan- 
gerous aggression. 
BARBITUATES 
How taken-Tablet or capsule or intravenously (light dose) 
Primary effect- relaxed, sociable, good humored. Heavy dose- 

———gleomy——quarrelsome, slurred voice and staggering. 

Dangers- Sedation, eoma, death. Addictive, physical and 
physical and psychie dependency. Inattentiveness which 
also causes a person to O.D. 

COCAINE | 

How taken- Orally or intravenously, sometimes combined 
with heroin 

Primary effeets- Relieve hunger and fatigue. Psychotie ef- 
fects, hallucinations with paranoid tendency. 

Dangers- Convulsions and death from O.D. paranoie activity 

CODENE 

How Taken- Orally , tablet or liquid or injected. 

Primary effeets-Cough suppressent very light sedation 

Dangers-Risk or abuse-very minor. Occasionally restored to 

opiate dependent persons to tide them over with 
dequate results. 

(AMPHETAMINE 


fow  taken- Orally as tablets, elixir, or intravenously 


Primary effect- Resemble amphetamines marked with toxicity. 


Dangers- Psychotoxie effects with sometimes a fatal outeome 


MORPHINE 

How taken= Any route, mainly by intravenous 

Dangers-Psychie and physical dependence and tolerance de- 
velop readily, w/a characteristic withdrawal syndrome 


DRUG HOT LINE # 
828-6666 or mail address 
607 Washington Street 
Canton, MA 02021 


—Naney Pavlakis 
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PLA.C.T, 
P.A.C.T. (Parents and Children Together) is a group of 


concerned adults and young people who recognize the drug 
problem in Sharon and are trying to do something about it. 
An especially dedicated froup, known as the "Steering com- 


mittee", runs the organization, making all the important 
policy and procedural decisions. Though P.A.C.T. has only 
been in existenee for 6-8 months, it has had several accom-! 
plishments. The group has set up an adult education program 
at which interested adults can see films, hear speakers and 
have discussions on the problem. It has also been compiling 
a book which wiil contain places for referral on the many _ 
different problems with drugs. And, now. David Toma. a 
famous speaker on the subject, is coming to Sharon, Tuesday 
and Wednesday, January 19th and 20th. A follow-up to Mr. 
Toma's visit is being planned by P.A.C.T. for the month's 
to come. P.A.C.T. should be applauded for its efforts and 

it is hoped that many more parents and young adults will 
join P.A.C.T, to fight what has been shown to be a major 
problem in our town. 


—Jim Messina 


TOMA 


David Toma, a former New York City police detective, 
is considered by many to be the most outspoken opponent 
of drugs in the country. During his career as a police 
officer, he made over 10,000 arrests-with a phenomenal 
967% resulting in conviction through the use of hundreds 
of disguises. Toma, whose life has inspired two hit TV 
shows "Toma" and "Baretta", was not always so strongly 
opposed to drugs. After his 5-year-old son died in 1961, 
Dave turned to drugs in order to cope. At one point he 
was taking close to 100 pills a day. Dave fortunately 
realized the damage that was being done and "kicked" 
the habit. He has since gone on the lecture trail in the 
hopes that he may steer people from the evils of drugs. 


Larry Rubin 


EXCERPTS fromthe EXPERT 


Qn the evening of January 4, I was fortunate 
to represent the Sharon Hign Times in an inter- 
view with Mr. Robert Stutman, a federal nar- 
cotics agent. Mr. Stutman has been very kind 
in being the official source of the column 
"Drugs" and in granting us this interview. 
We owe him thanks. 

Nancy Newman 


SHT: Describe your title ana what your job 
entails. 

STUTMAN: My title is Special Ayent in Charge 
of the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency. I am 
responsible for enforcement for ali the 
federal drug laws in the six New England 
states, and they ali report to me. 

SHT:*° Did you go to college with the idea of 
becoming a narcotics agent? 

STUTMAN: No. When I went to college in '64, 
Criminal Justice was not a popular major 
the way it is today. I graduated with a 
degree in Economics and went to work for 
the CIA, and frankly, became bored. I knew 
T wanted law enforcement and interviewed 
witn the FRI, Secret Service, and Narcotics. 
I chose Narcotics basically because the 
people I met were very bright, very aggres- 
Sive, and very interesting. I have been 
with them since 1965. 

SHT: What kind of school did you so to in 
order to become a narcotics agent? 

STUDMAN: The training school today is a 14-week 
trainings school.i Once you are selected to 
become an agent, there is a lonz selection 


(continued on pve. 4 


eae 


EXCERPTS 
(continued from pr. 3) 


process involving psychological tests, tnree 
major interview sessions, and screening for 
passing top-secret clearance. After the sel- 
ection process, you attend the trainingschool, 
which is a combination of three thinzs: one, 
academics - learning about drugs and their 
effects, learning the law, working undercover, 
making arrests, etc.; two. physical - learning 
self-defense, how to use weapons, etc.; and 
three, practical application - applying what 
you learned in class to mock situations. 

that last four or five days. 

School is in session seven days a week. The 
whole theory of the school is to keep the 
potential agent in a situation of constant 
stress. The reason for this is that we'd 
rather have him break in school than become 

an agent and have a problem then. 

SHT: Besides being in on the action, what 
other aspects are involved in the drug en- 
forcement field? 

STUTMAN: I think the reason’I find it so inter- 
esting is that it is the most challenging 
type of law enforcement. In every other type 
of law enforcement, somebody complains to 
someone because they are the victims. In 
drugs, you really have only two different 

- types of people: drug sellers and drug buyers, 
neither of whom rarely, if ever, complain 
to the police. So we have to find the crime 
ourselves, and we have to use various dif- 
ferent methods to do this. I find it a trem- 
endous mental challenge. The most stupid 
thing a dope peddler can do is to sell to a 
narcotics agent because he'll go to jail. 
When you work undercover, they are constantly 
trying to find out if you are an agent, and 
you have to constantly convince them that 
you're not. One big difference, of course, 
is that they don't have any rules to work 
by, but we have to live by certain rules. 


The satisfaction is terrific: locking up and 

removing from society a major drug peddler, 

somebody who's probably caused a lot of grief, 
_ gives you a good feeling. 
SHT : ve you ever been in a 
situation? 


STUTMAN: I have been in situations that one 
could consider dangerous about four times 
in the last sixteen years. 

SHT: What is involved in breaking up a drug 
ring? 

STUTMAN: That is an extremely difficult, com- 
plex question. The way DEA works is that we 
only go after major international or inter- 
state drug organizations. We don't go after 
people selling drugs on the street for a 
number of reasons. Number one, if you arrested 
a thousand people for selling heroin or 
marijuana on the street, there'd be a thou- 
sand more to take their place tomorrow. The 
most difficult thing to do is to get the 
people who rarely touch the drugs, those 
wha finance it, those responsible for the 
drugs three or four levels up from what high 
echool students see. The way you normally 
have to do it is through a "conspiracy stat- 
ute," which means that if two or more people 
Plan to violate the law, they are as guilty 
as if they had violated that law themselves. 
It sounds easy, but it is a very complex 
thing to do. You have to be able to prove 
in a court of law that they were going to 
do this, and through various legal means, 
you can arrest people who never took part 
in the crime, who only financed it. 
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Interview with 
Ilene Fitzgerald 


Officially, Ilene Fitzgerald is a “Human 
Adjustment Counselor".asically, she is someone 
who is very concerned with the student body; 


someone who iS willing to sit down to iisten to 
someone's problems and try to help. She deals 
with crisis intervention, attempting to sort out 
problems or just listen when you need someone to 
talk to. She isn’t difficult to get in tcuch 
with. Some students are referred to her through 
parents of teachers, but most kids “refer 
themselves." Anyone can knock on her door at 
any time of the day or leave a note in her 
mailbox to see her. She's always ready to see 
anyone. 

How did the role of Human Adjustment 
Counselor come about? According to Ilene 
Fitzgerald, about 10 or 12 years ago, ther was a 
major problem at the High School, big enough to 
make the Boston newSpapers. Open busts were 
common. Over the next four or five years, 
concerned parents, teachers and students went 
through many hours of training at their own 
expense, and created a curriculum aimed towards 
solving the drug problems.This curriculum was 


_accepted by the townspeople and the school 


committee;however,it was neyer implimented, 
Possibly because the publiciéty about drug use 
became unfashionable and drug use around and in 
“he schools waS not aS flamboyant. The school 
committee began to concentrate on other areas. 
A Human Adjustment Counselcr was considered to 
be the solution to the problem. 

Miss Fitzcerald is cne of many concerned with 
she druq issue. She has®hd does see students 
with drug problems,not usually as a major 
problem in itself, but as a symptom. BRS 
not an easy Sympton to treat, but for those 
who want the help, Miss Fitzgerald seems to 
be very capable of giving them all the help 
that~they need. When asked about the drug 
problem at Sharon High, Miss Fitzgerald replied 
that she felt it was larger than people cared 
to admit. ‘hese days, drugs aren't used as 
openly and flamboyantly as they were 10-12 
years ago, so the issue as well as the drugs 
and drug users themselves are more concealed. 

Toma, she feels, is a big step towards 
raising the awareness of the drug issue, 
showing people the bare facts. P.A.C.T. as 
well is a group that she admires because, as 
a group of concerned adults, they are beginning 
to take the needed steps towards solving the 
drug problem in Sharon. 

Tlene Fitzgerald is one of many who are 
trying to solve the drug problems in, and 
efound Sharon High School. With concerned 
adults like her, the drug issue will 
hopefully be solved very soon. 
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Here are some of the answers 
to your questions as promised. 
They were answered by lir. 
Robert Stutman, a federal 
narcotics agent. If you have 
any type of question about 
drugs, please write it on a 


piece of paper and drop it off 
in Room 114. 


Q. Why won't they (the govt) 
legalize marijuana? 


A. Probably the simplest rea— 


more potent than tobacco as 
cause of various lung dise 
and has more lung cancer 
potential than tobacco, In 
addition, it has been shown 
that T.H.C. remains in the 
body, predominantly the brain 
and livery for 30 days after 
use, and this build up of 
foreign chemical in the body, 
some studies show, may be 
causing long term harmful 
effects that were unknown 
until about 1 year ago. In 
summary, almost all scientists 
now feel that unlike it's 
previous reputation as 4 
"harmless substance" marijuana 
is a substance that may 

cause a great deal of physical 
damage, especially to the 


as 
as 


the 
you buy 


quality of the drug 
D price 


on the street? 
dictate quality? 
A. Even the most ex; i 
drug user or seller at 
retail level has no way o 
judging the Strength of a ar 
or even what the drug is meet 
the person uses the substance 
Ae 15 obviously a very f 
angerous way to test i 
Since if it is not what te’ 
user expected or is used to 
it could Cause a severe reaction 
including death, Many so 
called over dose deaths are 
actually she result of a person 
taking a substance, not 
knowing what it is, and dying. 


son is that most Americans 
don't want it legalized. A 
Vast majority of people over 
21 and even a majority of 
college and high school 
students in various polls have 
felt that marijuana should 
not be legalized in the U.S. 
This is for a good reason. 
Over the past 2 years many 
studies have shown that 
marijuana is a physically 
harmful substance. Among 
other things, it is 16 times 
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young user. 


--Nancy Newman 


CARE 


To the Editor: 

f Our guilt is relieved when we drop a few 
coins in a Can marked CARE. We can return to 
our wasteful lives knowing that we've done our 
good deed for the day, but have we? 

A percentage of the coins in the can goes 
towards buying food for the third world coun- 
tries. This seems great; however, the truck- 
loads of food are infrequent and often end up 
in the wrong stomachs. 

The suffering continues; misery is the rec- 
ipe of life for the hungry. Their stomachs con- 
tinue to expand while they consume their own 
muscles and proteins, their final energy source, 
to sustain themselves until they reach the Sty- 
gian shore. 

Isn't it wonderful to see a smiling Cambo- 
dian child on television while countless num- 
bers are perishing? 

To help these people we should not» make 
them dependent on the truckload of food; rather, 
we should make them independent by sharing our 
Savoir-faire in skills to support ourselves. 


=--Sheila Rossman 


Love Is... 


There is not a day that goes by withe 
out us seeing or hearing the word "love." We're 
bombarded from all sides; on the radio, in books, 
in magazines, in films, and especially on tele 
vision. If you haven't experienced ‘love’ what 
do you envision love to be? Is it romantic love 
letters and poems? Maybe love's a nice candle-+ 
light dinner or a romantic stroll along the beac 
on a: moonlight night, or better yet, cuddling up 
close to the person you care for in front of a 
nice cozy fire on a bearskin rug? Our vision of 
love is distorted because of the hard sell of 
love we experience every day. ABC advertises 
its soap opera's by calling it ‘love in the 
afternoon.' Most of what we see or hear hardly 
ever deals with feelings or emotions, it more 
frequently deals with the romance of it. That 
is why it is so possible to fall in love with 
love. We're always searching for Love and when 
we go out with someone we always hope to hear 
them say "I love you," and expect them to sign 
their letters ‘love’ and ‘love always’. When 
we don't hear the words we become hurt and 
offended. There is such an emphasis on 
iar. or Ms. “right, because of that fac 
very easy to trick or convince ourselvy 
thinking we're in love or what we believe 
to be. When people have sex nowadays it's 
called 'making love'; is sex love? 

No matter what, there will never be 
a definitive answer te what love is. Every 
person's definition is totally different and 
like sa many things in life, love is what you 
make of it. 
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SOPHOMORES 


"Oh! Can I see it?" seemed to illustrate the arrival 
of our class rings shortly before vacation. Just about 
everyone seeméd to be pleased with their new Sharon 
High School emblem fitting perfectly on their finger. For 
those who weren't completely happy with the color, size, 
printing or even the tardy arrival of their ring, our handy 
"Ring Man" has promised to fix that for you. I, as well 
as Jostons, hopes you'll wear them well and, years from 
now, with rememberance. 

No more dibs to hand in, no more confusion of 
sorting them out, and no more magazine announcements. 
So ends our very successful ten day magazine drive..... 
for this year, at least, the involvement of many people 
was also successful in this program. Some sold just two 
or three, the average per person we had hoped for, while 
some more abitious people sold more, like Jerry Murphy 
who made over $200 on his sales! And yes, the weepuls 
and other such fun magazine prizes should be arriving in 
the near future. Realizing that this was the first (and 
very profitable, I might add) try at this type of fund- 
raising, we do hope that by next year, being the time to 
renew again, everyone will know What they're doing and 
no one will ask, "But what was I supposed to do?" 

The reason for eandy canes iS: also over. One ean 
not say much more about those sweet, reg-and- white 
striped, cavity causing, fattening, holiday candy canes ex- 
cept thank you to all who helped “attach message, tie 
bow, attach to candy cane...attach message, tie bow, at- 
tach to...” for almost all 1000 of them. ‘ 

Those soon-to-be famous Sophomore Slogan T-Shirts 
will soon be in the making after all the orders are in. 
Yet there is one slight addition. Originally, the T-Shirts 
were to print "Get more from the Class of 'g4" with a 
clever picture. But now, not to worry Alice ane (be- 
mause we're not omitting your super slogan), we're adding 
i Kaplan's as a choice. Marni, being the creative 
author Hae eat the “door in '84", will also win a free 
T-shirt. After optimisticly assuring the printing company 
that we would seH enough. T-shirts, the company agreed 
to making it possible to have a choice. Many of the 
slogans were sreat hit because of nonilar demand the 
choice for you is between those two. So whether "you 
get more" or will be "out the door" (or both), let's 
show it, sophomores!! 


Sandra Gould 


SENIORS! 


The Seniors are really swinging in the New Year of 
1982. Currently underway is a push for dues. The first 
homeroom to have paid all their dues will receive $1 off 
the cost of class night. There is definitely heavy compet- 
ition among the homerooms. All those who get their dues 
in by February 1st will receive a eandy bar. 

: The location for our class night was chosen to be the 
King Phillip in Wrenthem on Wednesday evening, May 26th. 
At this time, we would like to present a slide show done 
to music. We think this will add greatly to the spirit 
among us all when we will only have two more weeks until 
graduation. If you have a camera that thkes slides, please 
Speak to one of the officers about taking pictures for the 
presentation. 


—Jen Kaplan 


Fuline Secretaries Club 


One of the new clubs that has st i 
% 4OS that has started this 
year in Sharon. Hish School is the Fat Wee 


Secretaries Club. The Purpose of this cut 
1s for the members to become more anuainted 


with the daily routines of different types 
Of secretaries, ca 

80 far, they have’ listehed to 8 couple of 
Speakers after School, In the fatyre they 
Are arranging for students of the secretani.a] 
collezes to come in and talk about etudent 


Blive. 


New Year’s Day 


Well, another New Year's Day has come and gone, 
and people sll over the world are welcoming in 1982. 

In the United States, people usually attend parties to 
"watch the old year out and the new year in". On New 
Year's Day, friends gather to celebrate. In Europe, the 
celebration is one of exthanging gifts, having parties, and 
visiting friends. 

Early cultures, such as the Chinese, Egyptian and 
Jewish. celebrated new years, but at different times, with 


faney ceremonies. The Chinese once used the Lunar Calen- 
dar, which was based on the waxing and waning of the moon 
but today use the Gregorian Calendar and celebrate new 
years on January 1. The Egyptians celebrated the new 

year when the River Nile overflowed in the middle of June. 
In late September, about the time of the autumnal equinox 
is the Jewish new year, a festival occasion. 

In ancient Rome, the honor of the first day of the 
year was given to Janus, the god of gates, doors, beginnings 
and endings. The month January was named for this god. 
On New Year's Day, the Romans gave gifts to one another, 
as well as to the Roman emperor to wish him good fortune. 
This gift-giving custom was carried as far as Persia (now 
Iran). The English revived this custom in the 1200's. Fine 
gifts were given to the King and Queen. 

In 487 A.D., New Year's Day became a holy day by 
the Christian Church, when it was declared as the Feast of 
the Circumeision. Not until the 1500's did Pope Gregory 
XIII (developed by Julius Caesar), dropping days in October 
and February and adding the leap year. With this, January 
1 became generally recognized as New Year's Day. 


—Erie Traiger 
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Math Memoirs 


Once again the Sharon High School hath Team has had 
two very successful competitions. In this year's second 
Southeastern Massachusetts Nath League meet, Sharon won 
easily with ninety points, twenty-eight points more than 
the second place finisher, Dover-Sherborn. Sheila Ross- 
man Was the highest scoring junior with thirteen points. 
Sophomore Michele Sarin was the second highest scorer in 
her grade. Finally freshman Leslie Badoian, in another 
fantastic performance was the highest scorer in the ent- 
ire meet with a nearly perfect score of fifteen points. 


In the second Greater Boston Nath League competition, 
Sharon placed second behind Canton. The Sharon junior 
varsity team also did extremely well. If the J.V. team 
had been in the varsity competition it would have placed 
third, just behind the Sharon varsity team. 


The Massachusetts Association of Mathematics Leagues 
Level I Olympiad Fxam results have been announced, and 
Sharon students have done very well. All advanced math 
students took the test earlier in the school year, as did 
approximately five thousand other students throughout the 
state. One hundred and two of these students were named 
finalists, and the next one hundred and ninety-nine were 
aWarded certificates of merit. Sharon senior Gerald Cann 
is a finalist, and the following students are certificate 
of merit Winners: senior Larry Lovett, juniors Sarah 
Katz, Fugene Jilberstein, and Andrew Braunstein. The top 
three scorers in each class are: grade nine - Jennifer 
Byrnes, Leslie Badoian, and Nathan Gopen; srade ten - 
Christopher Keefe, Scott Rubinstein, and Michele Sarin; 
grade eleven - Sarah Katz, Fugene Jilberstein, and And- 
rew Braunstein; and grade twelve - Gerald Gam, Larr 
Lovett, and tiige Frkan. Congratulations to everyone, and 
keep up the good work. 


By Sarah Kat 


Chorus Column 


The chorus added mucn to the noliday spirit 
both in and out of school this winter. On 
December 16th, the chorus’travelled to Abington, 
Mass. where they pertormed a Christmas progran 
for the Massachusetts Superintendents' Luncheon 
at the Alamo Restaurant. This program includeca, 
along with the Chorus' prepared songs, a sing- 
along of carols with tne superintendents and 
also a song dedication by the Jazz Choir to 
a retiring superintendent. Alsc teatured was 
a small group that sang Hebrew songs and a 
duet by Christina Hugnes and Melanie Brickell. 
The concert was a great success, and the chorus 
received warm letters afterwars Irom the super- 
intendents, as they did last year. 

Then, on December 23, the chorus once again 
"caroled through the halls" of Sharon High, 
which brought many interested faces out of 
classrooms and added to the spirit. 

That evening, approximately 25 members of 
the chorus, including alumni of tne chorus 
from previous years, caroled at many houses 
in Sharon. 


Some members of the chorus are rehearsing 
for the S.E.M.S.B.A. Singing audition on Jan- 
vary 23rd. The difficult try-out piece is 
"Almighty Father" by Leonard Bernstein. Last 
year the Semsba results were excellent, and 
hopefully, this year many members will be 
accepted. 

Fame will once again sponsor their annual 
Pops Concert, this year in late March. The 
chorus igs busilly learning new songs, including 
"Swingin' with the Sainw!& "Listen to the Music" 
to perform at the concert, which in the past, 
has proved to a superb eVening. 

So come to thes year's Pops Cocert, where 
you'll hear the bands, chorus, jazz chorus, 
soloists, and more! 


Mel & Mel 


Music and New Lyrics 
by Stephen Schwartz 


A Musical Based Upon 
The Goapel According to 61 Manthew 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 22 © SATURDAY, JANUARY 23 


8. P.M. 


Drama Club 


Announcing 
Godspell 


During the past few Drama Club 
meetings, fundraising was one of the 
major topics of discussion. The 
booth at the Walpole Mall is comp 
booxe tor the rest of the year, 
bake sale will not be possi 
Singing telegrams are star 
into action. 

The other major topic was, of 
course, the play. It's almost showtime 
and the steady rehearsals for Godspell 
seem to be really paying off. 

An overwhelming amount of people 
showed interest originally in workine 
behind-—the-scenes. Unfortunately, 
only a limited amount of people to do 
stage crew are needed, but your intere= 
est in participation was very much 
appreciated. 

Many thanks go 
has been involved in 


etely 


td 
° 
9 


on the road. Some memb of th 

Club have helped out with publicity and 

ticket sales. All in all, the cast 

has been given a great deal of support, 

and, although there's a lot of work 
I'm 


to be done over the next week, 
our efforts will be rewarded. 


8. P.M. 


Donation $3.00 
SHARON HIGH SCHOOL, 180 POND ST. SHARON 
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All piotures by Steven Bortnict 


This year's fi 

show was on December 15 during 
period 1. This time, the 
calculus and computer classe 
sponsored the event which 
attracted over 500 students. 
Mrs. Linda DiVittorio had a 
major part in organizing this 
special program. A band from 
New York, “Second Chance,” 
made a special trip to play 
for our school. Incidentally 
Mrs. D's daughter played the 
piano and sang a duet of 
"Endless Love" with Eddie 
Saunders. 

Laurence Lovett was the 
most humorous master of 
ceremonies. Jason Chin 
performed a special karate 
act, and Denise Heitmann, 
Lorenze Cole, Lori Edmonds, 
Marcia Bock, Eddie Saunders, 
Sandi Slaney, and Melissa 
Shapiro sang to entertain 
us for the last period of 
the day. 

The show was a total 
success, and thanks goes to 
all who made it fun for those 
who attended. 


a 


--Jen Kaplan 


Computer Club News 


With the new 

Sharon High, several 
roots planted. One of 
Computer Club. The 
familarize students 


of computers. 


rise in school spirit at 
new clubs have had their 

these new clubs is the 
purpose of this club is to 
with the fascinating field 
The members of the club are of 
all different abilities; some are computer 
experts, others are a little knowledgeable on 
the subject, and still others have no experience 
at all with computers. We hope to teach these 
people about the usefulness of computers and 
their current applications in our world. 

_One of the first projects deals with 
playing Diplomacy, the Avalon-Hill board game. 
This is in preparation for writing a 
computerized version of this game, which will 
not only teach the club members about computers, 
but also the logical thinking that goes into the 
programming process. This game is being 
developed for use in the Sharon High Social 
Studies department. In the future, there is the 
possibility that the game could be published. 
Other projects envisioned for this year include 
several field trips; however no firm plans have 
been made at this time. 


The officers, most of whom were 
nonviolently and  populary elected by Mrs. 
DiVittorio, our advisor, are as follows: 

President --- Daniel Crawford 
Vice-President --- Andrew Braunstein 
Finance Minister --- Paul Stuopis 


ae Secretary --- Sarah Katz 

rogramming Director --- Jon Bloch 
inister of War --- Alan Smith 

3 --- David Dobro 

nda --- Larry Rubin 

____Personel Manager --- Barri Gold 

Social Director & Gopher --- Alan Kniager 

We are looking forward to a very successful 


year, and all those who haven't joined yet are 
welcome to come to any of our future meetings in 
room 514 and join the other 25 members. who 


believe in the future of computers. 


-- Andrew Braunstein 


Guest Speakers 


In the past two months there have been guest speakers 
that haye come to Sharon High School representing different 
eurrent events or subjects that have been in the headlines 
Ms. Savage has started these monthly forums so the students 
will be acquainted with, and be more informed about, current 
events. In November, the first guest speakers came to 
speak about nuclear war. The speakers that came were: 
Rabbi Kaplan, Temple Sinai; Father Bullock, Our Lady of 
Sorrows Chureh; Louise Bruyn, from Jobs for Peace; and 
Pat Daniels, Halsey Snow, and Tony Mullaney, from the 

Obuneil for Nuclear Weapons Freeze. They ali spoke about 
2 the dangers of nuclear war. 

3 In December, Lt. Colonel Jedlicka fromithe Hanscom 

Air Foree Base in Bedford, Massachusetts, came to speak 

about the different procedures and activities that transpire 
on the base. 
a This month the speaker will be Dr. Evelyn Murphy, 
who was head of the Environmental Affairs Office under 


Gov. Michael Dukakis. Dr. Murphy will speak about haze 
ardous waste disposal. 

Students are given reading material on the subject 
presented before the presentation to enable them to better 
understand the topic and to ask some questions. Ms. Sav- 
i age hopes these presentations will continue at Sharon Hiph 
So students will become better informed and more aware 
eitizens in the eommunpity, 


~Karen Craddoek 


NEWS ACTION 


Reader’s Rendezvous 


The Header's Rendezvous Club sponsored a 
school-wide book sale the week before the Dec- 
ember vacation to raise money for its treasury. 
Hugh Craig worked diligently in his volunteer 
role of publicity coordinator. All club members 
including Karen Hall, Carolee:Jackson, Karen 
Sinman, Debby Shadoff, kevin Tyler, Ann Parker, 
Dorit Tori, Susan Barrows, Margie Lawlor, Irving 
Miller and Pam Shuman, as well as Ms. Gunniss 
and Mrs. Goldberg, worked making posters, pack- 
ing and unpacking books, counting, sorting and 
Placing books on shelves. 

Originally the book sale made its debut in 
the lobby, but was shortly thereafter moved 
back to the Art/Reading room to allow it to be 
open all day. The club is extremely grateful 
to all students who purchased paperbacks or 
childgen& books for both personal use and gifts. 
Special thanks goes to Mr. Blake.and the entire 
English department for their support and patron- 
age. 

A total of 97 books were sold and the club 
earned close to $50. Sharon High students also 
deserve a special thanks for their honesty and 
fairness. Thievery proved to be needless worry. 
Not one book was removed without payment. 

The club hopes to use the funds in some way 
to promote club spirit and participation in 
its volunteer work to the elementary school 
children of Sharon. Reader's Rendezvous wishes 
everyone a Happy Year witn reading. 


Romeo and fuliel 


Franco Zeffirelli'ts cinematic interpretation 
of Romeo and Juliet is an artistic masterpiece. 
He § ully combines scenery, dérecting and 
excellence in acting to form a classic film of 
an even more classic story. Of course, even 
this fine piece of work has a few weak points. 

Zeffirelli's set design is exquisite. He 
uses what appears to be the actual city of 
Verona for his backdrop, complete with casti 
narrow cobblestone streets, and marketplac 


These settings make it possible to shoot grand- 
er scenes, such as the opening brawl in the 
marketplace, or Mercutio's death at the bottom 


of a high set of steps. Also, sweeping shots 
Of the countryside and Romeo's persuit of 
Juliet on her balcony make the movie come to 
life, rather than being one-dimensional, as 
the play often is when performed: in live 
theater, 

The casting of tne characters is 
Juliet is. beautiful, ana it is easy to see 
why Romeo would fall in love with her. Romeo 
himself is an Adonis, and, in nis final scene 
in the Gapulet tomb, appears so tragic that 
the audience is able to identify with the loss 
he feels. The nurse, Mercutio, and even Friar 
Laurence are perfect in their parts, as if 
the roles were tailor-made for the actors over 
three centuries ago. 

Alas, this seemingly perfect film nas its 
faults. For those who have read the play, these 
gaps are obvious. For those who have not, the 
are much less se. Romeo's original love, Rosa- 
line, is barely mentioned, Where, one wonders, 
does Romeo get the lethal poison whicn cases 
his trakic death? An attempt is made to show 
the body beautiful, but, quite frankly, the 
result is embarrassing. " : 
Romeo and Juliet is indeed a beautiful film. 
[te good points far outweigh the dad. if one 
can accept its fanits with a grain of Salt, 9 
one will find it to be trkum 


superd, 


1 Cinematic 


- Shelley Anger 


Eves, Poe vOns Bea day before the Thanksrivi 
formed excellent routines. 2 

; Day game, was a lot of 
The screaming beran, and for everyone. The mad rush 
everyone started yelling like Bet tien. eis er ee aa 


: a ; of students beran pouring 
mad. What a way to relieve into the Music Hall, ana 


arperession! rad earepe Ne ea 
The Seniors, judged by Mr. some er ota y Maki ae 
Plouff a'Mp. Ch : posters until the rally was 
eu ore a gaat BP Bae ready to bemin. The Freshmen, 
oan as ae Lhene Sophomores, Juniors and Se- 
iaaw hay MUOHE BHLrie WHE niors were represented well 
; ae = in the pym. The football 


“in the air. plavers were introduced, and 
the four co-cantains, Ron 


ry prine 
prince 


LEW 


THE PRO SCENE 

The New England Patstes, thanks to their 2-14 record, 
will have the first pick in the NPL draft, and it appear: 
that they will take Kenneth Sims of Texas, Winner of the 
Lombardi Trophy as the nation's top defensive lineman... 
it was a big disgrace to see the Patsies lose to the Colt« 
in the Stupor Powl...Rumor has Andy Johnson moving to 
quarterback, Steve Grogan to water boy, and Matt Cavanaugh 
to team manager...Thanks to coach Forrest Gregg, quarter- 
back Kenny Anderson, and a cast of unknowns such as full- 
back Fete Johnson and tight end Dan Ross, Cincinnatti was 
the best team in the AMC...Possibly the greatest football 
game in history took place recently when the San Diego 
Chargers defeated the Miami Dolphins in overtime, 41-38. 
Miami's backup quarterback, Don Strock, led a spirited 
Dolphin comeback from a 24 point deficit in the first 
quarter, and Miami actually had two chances to Win on Uwe 
von Schamann field goal attempts, but both Were blocked. 
tan Wouts set playoff records for attempted and completed 
passes and passing yardage, and Kellen Winslow set play- 
off records for receptions and yardage. The game was 
finally won on a Rolf Benirschke field goal with a minute 
left in overtime...It was heartbreaking to see Craig — 
Morton on the last Monday night game of the season sitting 
at home watching the Chargers take away a playoff spot 
from the Broncos. Morton had an outstanding year...How 
3 aboux Bert Jones in a Patriot uniform?...It was good to 
: see that Ron Erhardt left with class, no thanks to 
Patriot management...Will the real Jim Plunkett please 
stand up?! 

Detroit greatly improved themselves through the draft 
by acquiring the best player available, Tsiah Thomas, 
thanks to Pallas, and by getting the steal of the draft, 
hard-nosed Kelly Tripueka out of Notre “ame...tanny Ainge 
looks like he'll be a good one. His tallhandling skills 
are exceptional, he has a fine shooting touch (although 
he hasn't yet showed Celtic’ fans), and excellent anticipa 
tion on defense...When Robert Reid suspended himself for 
five games for religious reasons, the Rockets fell apart. 
Cn a tean pouinates by large Eee his unselfish presence 


malig ent 


e nen Jersey Nets top draft 

ected overall, has been 
nking among the top five 
ena it’s not a misprint, Darryl 
Pea ng in the all-star voting for Eastern 
ference centers. How can anyone who has seen him play 
want him in the all-star game?...Ron Brewer's three con- 
secutive career-high outbursts of 39-40-44 whle George 
Gervin was injured simply served to showcase him. The 
Spurs don't need Brewer with Gervin around, and those 
games enabled San Antonio to get the most from their bis 
‘. trade with Cleveland...Who is the only forward in the 
league averaging more assists per game than Larry Bird? 
Tenver's Alex English, Who is also hitting for 25 points 
per game...The Nuggets’ entire front line of Tan Issel, 
English and Kiki Vandeweghe is averaging more than 20 
points per game...Washington’s Jeff Ruland, after all the 
scouting reports said he was too slow to play in the NBA, 
has been doing a great job coming off the bench for the 
Bullets as a power forward, thus quieting his critics... 
Best early-season coaching job Was done by John McLeod of 
Phoenix. His Suns went 12-7 without the services of their 
best player, guard Walter Davis...At last check, Julius 
Erving was shooting a remarkable 59° from the field... 
And the Los Angeles Lakers have signed Bob McAdoo as a 
back-up to Kareem. Good luck, L.A. A 

There is only one way to introduce the subject of 

hockey-Wayne Gretzky. The Great One made a shambles of 
Rocket Richard and Mike Bossy's record of fifty goals in 
fifty games by sconing fifty in just thirty-nine games. 
He will probably become the first player ever to reach 
200 points in a single season...Dale Hawerchuk of the 
Winnipeg Jets, Barry Pederson of the Bruins, and Grant 
Fuhr of the Edmonton Oflers are three of the league's 
best rookies...Winnipeg has more points at the halfway 
mark of this season (34) than they had all of last sea- 
son (32)...Once again, the Philadelphia Flyers lead the 
league in penalty minutes...Rick Middleton will protably 
become the first Bruin to score fifty goals in a season 
since T'hil Bsposito...Last year, five goalies had goals- 
against-aversKes of better than 3.00 a game. This year, 
only Montreal's iennis Herron, at 2.75, 1s under that 
marks. .Attention, New York hockey fans. Neither the 
islanders nor the Rangers Will win the Stanley Gup... 
Lon't look for the Bruins in the Stanley Cup finals either 
unless those younger players stop flying right by Brad 
hark on defense. 


Seth iieken and Harvey Blumenthal! 


GIRL® VARCITY BACKETBALL 


The Girls Varsity Basketball team started its season 
with a hard-fought 32-27 victory against Hopkinton. 

The Eagles are led by senior co-captains Raynor 
Spencer at center, Tracy Davenport and Jennifer Loiseile 
at forwards, and juniors Lynne Grafton and Lisa Murphy 
at the guard positions. Coming off the bench.are senior 
Mim Minicello; junior Maureen Laurie; sophomores Tracey 
Waterman, Linda Sheckman, and Carol Smith; and freshmen 
Stacey Kiley and Rachael Elkind. 

After Winning the three opening games against Hop- 
kinton, Canton, and Weston, the team lost their high 
scorer, Jen Loiselle, because of a sprained ankle. 
Fortunately, With the strength of Tracy Savenport'’s and 
Lynne Grafton's scoring, Raynor Spencer's continued 
comination of the boards, and Lisa Murphy's lead of the 
offense, the Eagles have continued their streak of six 
wins against only one loss to Quincy. The Eagles have 
been both fortunate to have lots of depth on the bench 
and also to have an excellent coach. 

Mr, Allman and the Eagles are anticipating a promis- 
ing season with the opportunity to enter the tournament 
at the end of the season. 


CANTON 
LANES 


COBB'S CORNER 


100 Washington Street 
Canton 


828 4954 


-Maureen Laurie 


BOYS BASKETBALL 

The basketball team began the year right. F 
they defeated Bishop Feehan and then North Attlebo 
capturing the title in the Holiday Tournament at N 
Attleboro. Buzz Ampey was named to the all-star tea’ 
and Captain Ken Prince won the MVP award. 

Sharon then came home to defeat Canton in a tourh 
game. Again, Prince led the team with a strong job fron 
Bob Laurie coming off the bench. Unfortunately, they 
lost starting guard Buzz Ampey to a ruptured achilles 
tendon. Greg Greenidge did a fine job as his replace- 
ment. 

The first defeat of the season came against Weymouth 
South, a tough division I club. ‘Sharon fell behind early 
but With players like Dennis Foley doing a fine job, 
Sharon came back to tie the score only to fall in the 
last few minutes. 

The team then traveled to King Philip High School 
and Walked away with a 78-36 trouncing of the warriors. 
It Was a team effort with everyone scoring. 

Mansfield came to Sharon With a 5-0 record and many 
fans. The gym Was rocking as two tough teams went at it. 
Sharon finally pulled away in the fourth quarter and 
things got really rough. A Mansfield player was ejected 
with a double technical foul and a fight almost broke out 
as another player intentionally fouled Ken Prince. It 
was an emotional win for the Bagles. 

Sharon then lost tro consecutive away games. 
the Stoughton game and the Oliver Ames game Went into 
overtime as the Eagles, with strong games by Jay Taven- 
port (back from a pre-season injury), Bob laurie, and 
Steve Coffey, went down to defeat. 

At home, Sharon had a tough time with North Attle- 
boro, but both Ed Saunders and Greg Greenidge had a bis 
fame and the Eagles won by a score of 58-45. 

Sharon 4s looking forward to a successful season 
With a possible post-season birth in the state tournamen: 


is ll 


Both 


Pavid Gronendyke 


Upcoming January Films 


FILM STARRING 


Venom Stealing Hayden, Susan 
George 

Albert Finney, Diane Keaton 
Andrew Stevens, hiichael 
Sarazin 

Susan Hubbley, Gary Swanson 
Kate Jackson 

Howard Hessman, Sylvia 
Kristel 

Henry Fonda, Katherine Hep- 
burn, Jane Fonda 


Shoot The Moon 
The Seduction 


Vice Squad 
Making Love 
Private Lessons 


On Golden Pond 


*Courtesy of Sack Theater Corporation 


REN 


Taps 


In the new 20th Century Fox film, Taps, Oscar 
winning actor Timothy Hutton stars as Brian More-— 
land, the top ranking cadet at the Bunker Hill 
Military Academy. George C. Scott, who won an 
Oscar for Patton (1970), stars as headmaster 
‘General Harlan Bache. 

Bunker Hill Academy is a 141 year old insti- 
tution that is to be closed in order to make way 
for condominiums. At commencement Bache makes 
‘the announcement that the school will close in 
that seniors can graduate and under 
: in transfer to other schools. It 
_ becomes Bache's dream to keep the school open. 

_ After Bache has a heart attack it becomes More- 
land's mission. Moreland leads the cadets in a 
fight to save the school. And soon the real 
‘U.S. Army arrives on the scene to handle the 
Situation, resulting in a mini war between the 
cadets of the Bunker Hill Academy and the U.S. 
Arny. 

One of the main points expressed in faps is 
the concept of honor. As General Bache Says, 
“honor iS more important than a man's life; no 
weapon cuts through a single man's honor," 

The acting in: the film is top ranked. 

Timothy Hutton and George C. Scott are actors who 
have earned the respect of the Motion Picture 
Academy. Hutton brings the sensitivity that he 
brought to the role of Conrad Jarrett in Ordinary 
People (1980) and to the role of Moreland, aud 

cott brings the same hard nose quality to the 
character in Taps as he brought to Patton in 1970. 
The film is slow at times but it is also a sad 
film. liost of the film takes places within the 
four outer walls of the academy. 

Taps 18 a good film with some interesting 
concepts. It examines the concept of children 
acting in a grownup world, fighting a grownuy 
war. It's slow in parts, hes some killings, and 
leaves you in a somber mood at the end of the 
film. Taps is a film that will echo deep in 
your min ong after seeing it. 


--Bruce Griff 


ROBERT M. HILL, INC. 


JEWELERS 


6 POST OFFICE 80 


TEL. (017) 784.7400 SHARON. MASS 


Neighbors 
Neighbors could 


very well be the 
biggest box office hit of the current flood 
of Christmas films. It is the first time Dan 
Akroyd and John Belushi have been together 
since the Blues Brothers. This pair is fun- 
nier than ever, and Cathy Morrarity(Best known 
as Mrs. Jake LaMotta in the Raging Bull) is 


Kathryn walker puts in a 


sexier than ever. 

good performance as Earl:'s wife, Edith. 
The film is centered around Earl and 

Edith, two typical 9-to-5er's. They live in a 


very nice house which is between two other 

houses, one nice, the other not so nice. The 
shabbiest h6use:oflithe three has been unoccup 
for six months until one day a couple(Vic and 
Ramonal) moves in. Earl, characterized as a 
finally 


loser, is pleasently surprised as he 
sees his big chance for triendship. 
As you will find ovt, Vic and Rar 


are not your everyday average people. The 
quite a contrast between Che two couples 


their ways. This is what makes Ne ch 
a r@ot. The film is mainly a very i 
satire. 


1 would very much recommend seeing 
Neighbors. Although the film is rated R 
not really desrve it accept for a few profanitdées 
If you need a good laugh then this is 
to see. 


Thousands 
of ears 
can't be 
wrong. 


Horshoe 
Earrings 


© F.S.C. SILCO 1977 
The latest copyrighted design 
idea for pierced ears. The 
earring Is inserted through 
the back of the ear. That's it! 
It's hammered & balanced so 
it won't slip. 


Goud UPON RSSVEST] 


' , wee 
Sharky's Machine 
Sharky's Machine is onecod! the 
“holiday entertainments” in the bor 
season that really aim to entertain. 


Reynolds plays Sharky, a loner vic: 
cop, whose "machine" consists of a 
assortment of misfits. The crooks include a 
candidate for geavernment, an all-powerful 
international mobster, a drugred-out assass 
a corrupt cop, a heroin pusher, and call girls. 

The movie is violent and ro 
combination that works out well in this movie, 
The heart of it is a love story that develo, 
between Sharky and a beautiful call girl, played 
by Rachel Ward. Watching her by telescope, 
listening to her every sexy move through the 
bugs planted in her extravagant apartment, 
Sharky falls madly in love. 

Sharky is assisted by Libertini as a 
nervous electronics ace who helps him wire the 
apartment. The movie keeps you on the edge 


nanticy, 


your seat. It succeeds in being very 

ing. I highly reccomend Sharky's Machine and 
not hesitate to say that it's one of th st 
the holiday films. 


==!eter Rinni 


“Tt isn’t just 
for grownups!” 


Gay Huffman lost 16 pounds at 

Diet Center, and, as she putsit, 
“On somebody my size, that’s a 
lot! The kids used to make fun 
of my weight and | know I 
looked terrible in jeans or 
shorts. Now I can wear 
anything. I'm glad my doctor 
recommended Diet Center. It 
works.” 
Diet Center offers separate 
programs for men, women and 
youngsters who want to lose 
weight . . . for good. 


Cobb's Corner 
next +0 Hoffman's 


- Pe pee 
Orpheum The Pretenders Jan. 
Springfield The Kinks Jan. 
URI campus The Pretenders Jan. 
Garden ZZ Top, Loverboy Jan. 
Garden Rod Stewart Feb. 
Prov. Rod Stewart Feb. 
Frov. Black Sabbath Feb. 
Garden Jd. Geils Band, 
John Butcher Axis Feb. 
Garden The Cars March 


(Tickets 


—-Peter Rinni¢ 


for the Cars on sale Jan. 


p Coming Concerts 


PRESIDENT 
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is t 
Beat 
his doc 
the Same time ° 
Russia. Reds les 
version of he At ess- 
es who tell ac of t= 
ness is played org g 
the filming of tha is 
away. 

The long drawnout true sto in 
the mid-west, Greenwhich Vill » and 
Russia. It involves Heed try a Social- 
ist party recognized in the U es. 
Woile gone, Kate fools around t ne 
When the party fails, hn and Ka to 
to cover the Bolshey lution no 
becomes a voice in luti 
Russians as he had do Amer 

Reds is being calle thi 


Doctor Zhivago.- Actually it i 
sle 


L Oe 
MG film that starred Omar Sherif in 
role had more action and romance than 
Doctor Zhivagzo even had a pretty song 
fheme (Somewhere hiy Love) become a cl 
itS ownright. There is no humor or devi 
from reality in Reds. Everything is str 
out of a history book... Other biographic 
films such as Lenny (comedian Lenny Bruc “ 
Raging Bull (Jake LaMotta, (1980) and Co 
Niners Daughter (Loretta Lynn (1980) haa 
fighting, and music to enhance their bri 
Beatty can't convey any feeling of Reed! 
writings in the film. Usually watching 
as long as Reds, eagerly awaiting the sec: 
installment. In Reds I was ready to walk out 
haviug been overtaken by boardom. Anyone 


who knows anything about John Reed can predict 
the ending. 

Usually when the studio doesn't know how to 
Sell a film they market it as a love story as is 
the case with Reds. The first weekend earnings 
Were not good mainly because this film has a 
limited appeal. It is not the film that the 
teenage audiences are flocking to. 


The only redeeming aspect of the film is the 
acting Beatty may be nominated for an Oscar for 
his acting as well as his directing. But, Reds 
is a film that should not have been released to 
theaters. It should be shown on CBS-TV and hosted 
by Walter Cronkite. A shame that Beatty did such 
an excellent job producing Heaven Can iWait (remake 


of Here Comes Mr. Jordan (1941) in 19077. 

Reds is a film that is straight from the 
history books. It's long, boring, and has no 
action. The film is one that has a limited audi- 
ence and mainly geered towards adults. The only 
place I hope to see Reds again is in the loss 


column of Paramount Pictures ledger sheets. 


—-Bruce Griff 
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Dear AIRHEAD, 
Who invented the plunger? 
-L.C. ,Tacoma,WA. 


Eira 

Accomding to WHO'S WHO IN 
BATHROOM ACCESSORIES, the 
plunger was the brainchild of 
Prof. Troy Lett of Flushing, 
New York. 


Dear AIRHEAD, 

My cat, BORIS, was entered 
in a ''CAT-MUD-WRESTLING" comp 
petition, and he is filthy. Is 
it O-Kay to give him a bath? 

-B.S.,Lewiston, 
Penn. 


Wa lSho.< 

According to WHO'S WHO IN 
CAT—MUD-WRESTPLING, it is O-Kay 
to give a cat a bath, but don't 
let the fur stick to your 
tongue.- 


Dear AIRHEAD, 

What has become of Kam !* 
Fong, who played Chin Ho on 
"Hawaii Five-O"? 
aD: -C.K.C.,Outer 

Mongolia 


Dear C.K.C., 

At last report, Kamwas 
running a combination Laundry- 
Polynesian food-Insurance 
agency business in Boise, 
Idaho. In an interview, he 
was quoted as saying, "I'm 
sick and tired of McGarret 
tellin' me to ‘Check every 
phone booth in the main- 
land'"!" 


ha 
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JEHOVAH SMITH hin sew 


Dear Airhead, 

What would you consider the 
best and worst things to hap- 
pen over the past year? 


The best thing that happened 
was that Carter and Anderson 
were not in the White House, 
The worst was that Reagan was, 


Dear Airhead, 

What are the rules governing 
the way the president deals 
with unions? Why does he 
treat unions, workers, and 
Companies the way he does? 


Highly Confused 
Oshkosh, Wis. 


Dear H.C. 

The rules are very complex 
and I would only confuse you 
by trying to explain them all. 
I will, though, give you a | 
condensed outline. | 

1. In foreign countries: | 
unions are good, the owners | 
are bad. Workers should be | 
helped, the rich government | 
and government employees 

should not. H 

2. In U.S.: Unions are baa, |! 
the big companies are good. | 

Assist the rich to get ! 

richer and let the poor ! 

learn to fend for themselves, 

The only similarity between | 
the two policies is that gov- | 
ernment employees should be | 
treated like dirt. ! 

| 
| 
l 
| 
| 
l 
| 
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MUSIC MACHINE 


Cobb's Corner (near Hoffman’ 


ACROSS 


Man in charge 
Chief idiot of U.S. 
DOWN 


Thinks Libya is out 
to get him 
jerk 


Old 


Laurence at Large 


To start off the new year, I have decided to make my 

soon-to-be infamous predictions. Thus, I give you: 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN IN 1982 

California will fall into the ocean and California re- 
fuges will try to relocate in Latin American Countries. 

Dick Clark and Pat Boone will age a year. 

Liz Taylor will only marry twice. 

Governor King will no longer make it in Massachusetts. 
ie Luke and Laura will make love in the afternoon 4,261 
times. 

President Reagan will again elaim to save money for 
the U.S., but this time he will cut out the whole judicial 
and legislative branches. 

Whuck and Di will get a divoree. Chuek will gain 
custody of England, Wales, and Seotland, while Di will get 
custody of Northern Ireland: 

The preppy look will die and once again wide ties 
will come back. (Aren't you glad you saved them?) 

Rev. Faldwell will be blackmailed by men claiming 
f to hold pictures of the Reverend kissing his mother in 
b public. 

Li Teachers, firemen, and policemen who lost their jobs 
| because of Prop. 2 1/2 will find new ones as air traffic 
controllers. 

} Air traffiee controllers will try to find jobs as teach- 
ers, policemen and firemen. (Aren't you glad Ronald Reagan 
is straightening out the country?) 

The President will threatento put an embargo on 
Russi@only 5 times, and wheat sales to Russia will double 
during this time. 

A new bomb ealled the nortuen will be invented. This 
| bomb will only blow up buildings and leave people standing. 

Secretary of the Interior Watt will be attacked by a 
Lybian wildlife hit squad hired bythe Audubon Society. 

And Naney will have the White Hosue painted a nice 
shade of blue and redecorate every room using any money 
saved by Reaganomics. 


Woes : 
anks for pushing me New - 


: Year's, Now it's your turn. 
: Smile! You really do deserve 


me. 
Love, 
Larry 


PS. Stop it! (for real) 


L.Cc. 
Behave yourself in Israel! 


(mint green!) I'11 miss you! 
Dew 


<r - - - 


CUMBERLAND 
FARMS DAIRY 


43/1 South Main St. 


PERSONALS 


Mel Babes 1&2, 

Congrats on the play! 
I%m really happy for you— 

Love, Highest bid wins. 


TASTY is awesome —- 
we've got the flavor! 
Love J.K. & J.E. 


Gerry Baby, 

Happy B-Day on your 18th: 
Congrats on Harvard. 
have 8 electrons now? 


What well-known student 
(who doesn't wear socks) 
also doesn't wear underwear? 


Teacher Profile 1 


As most people who had blir. Murray as a teacher know 
he was born in New York. When I went to see him I asked 
him to tell me about himself. His opening line was, "I 
Was born a poor black child.” I know what you're saying, 
"that's ridiculous", but when I said that he just went on 
to tell me how he went to old run down schools all his life. 
His secret ambition was to become an English teacher but 
he abandoned that thought early in his life. When L asked 
him why, he said, "I just don’t think I have the stuff to 
make a good English teacher.” So since he was convinced 
he would never make it as a teacher, his career thoughts 
turned to his playground activities. People were always 
telling him he was a good baseball player but as he said 
himself, "It was very difficult for a black man to get any- 
Where in that field." Then one day he was spotted by a 
talent scout and quickly snatched from the playground and 
put in the pros. The news was out. Heggie Jackson was 
NY"s hottest new baseball player. That's right folks, 
Mr. Murray is the real Heggie Jackson. I was stunned! 
So what happened, I asked? It seems the publicity, the 
fans, and all the excitement was too much for him so he 
flew out of the country and had extensive plastic surgery. 
When he returned from his mysterious vacation he brought 
with him a young man named Chester Miller who took his place 
as Reggie Jackson. The young Reggie then changed his 
name to hiichael liurray and returned to his one true love, 
teaching English. I asked if he ever regretted his deci- 
sion. He said no, but he had to chuckle at the candy bar 
commercial that argue over who the real Reggie is. 


Li 


"S and NM" 
How appropriate!: 


—De 


their initials are | 


For Sale 
A house key to a “gorgeous” 
senior football player's front} 
door with it, you can drop 

in any time of the day or 
night. Leave your name and 
offer with Mr. Pane. 


JB 


Melissa, Billy and Jay—- 
Congratulations on U Penu-- 
Good job! I 


i. 
——ll.eGe 


| Wendi--we'll beat t Ee 
if it's the last thing we do 
GMAB $ 


Do you 


Tara—-keep your fingers 
crossed! Good Luck 


Two excellent J. Geils What? 
seats for sale...... Who? 
$17.50 each-=-must sell. Me. 
Peter Rinnig 784-6432 What? K 

odes. mee Broken up? 


Sharon, Mass. 
184-5884 
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Party Platters 
Freezer Ordera 
Full Service Dell 


550 ‘4 


Leslie and Gerald--Good 
Tuek at Harvard!itrt! | Te oe 


PALUMBO’'S PLAZA. Rte. 1 and 27 Trading Post 
< |WALPOLE, MA 02081 


WE ARE A CUSTOM CUTTING MEAT STORE 


Homemade itallan Sausages -- Hot of Sweet 


What? 
FOLLOW HER?! 


TORE HOURS. 
NEW WINTER HOURS 


TUES, - SAT 9-6 
CLOSED MONDAY 


668-2988 


weekly specials 


- - PHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED 


Homemade Kicibasal 
Itatlan Co Cutal 


Homemade Baked Beans (Sat. Only) j 
Gift. Certificates 


U.S.D.A. Prime and Choice Meats 
Chicken Breasts Boned Free 


LOLLAPA 


A Page of Opinions and Ideas 


Drug, Delusions 


MR. DAVID SCHEIN 


Tuesday's appearance by David Toma at 
Sharon High School represents the latest 
effort of the adult community to "do some- 
thing" about an existing drug problem. The 
parents of P.A.C.T. who have sponsored this 
event are to be commended for their sincere 
efforts to address a complex situation. We 
all hope it will benefit our students; unfor- 
tunately a "one shot" approach is not enough. 
All involved in the Toma visit readily ack- 
nowledge that without everyday vigilance and 
understanding, the problem will persist. 

It would appear that our society is so 
Saturated with drugs that some adults have 
come to accept certain levels of adolescent 
drug use as harmless or natural. Many teen- 
agers talk confidently of their ability to 
"handle" the situation and claim that "all 
kids do it". This permissiveness by some 
parents and the bravado of youth is an 
inappropriate response to underlying prob- 
lems. Healthy people don't do drugs! 

Drugs and alcohol have remained readily 
available to our youthful population for 
Many years; only the popularity of certain 
Substances has yaried. The significant change 
has been in terms of the adults' attitude 
toward their children's use. In effect par- 


stances is merely experimentation. 

Marsha Manatt, in a recent publication 
Parents Peers and Pot,*offers a guide for 
parents who seek to better understand the di- 
mensions of the marijuana problem. She states 
the following: 

"For the purpose of evaluating potential 
risks for 10 to 15 year-old users, the author 
defines frequency of use according to the 
following approximate scheme: 


Heavy: five joints or more 
per week, whether 
smoked in 1 day or 
spread throughout the 


week. 

Regular: one joint or more per 
week. 

Infrequent: less than monthly. 


Experimental: a few experiments but 
no continued usage." 


In applying these guidelines it becomes 
apparent that many of our young people are 
regular to heavy users of marijuana. In addi- 
tion, recreational use of alcohol with parental 
approval is not unusual. Finally, it is no 
surprise to hear of the persistence of a small 
group whose tastes run to the full gamut of 
dangerous drugs. Like most suburban communi~ 
ties, we too are flirting with disaster. 

The availability of drugs creates a vari- 
ety of related problems on a school campus. 
The merchandising of an illegal substance in- 
volves a network that stretches back to major 


. 


criminal elements. At scho 
of secrecy develops. Clandest 
planned and money must be f 
coverups are invented. 
Shakedown and truancy 
program. For the weak child, es 
problems of maturation is the acceptanc 
the drug solution. 

Sharon High School is vigilant and 
We do all that is currently possible t care- 
fully supervise the activities 
school. Excellent counseling 
available on campus. In-servic 
Planned for the faculty. But } 
enough! Until a complete healt! 
adopted, the school is failing 
educate its students about drugs. 
recognize that “human adjustment 
should be incorporated into all asx 
school program, we are failing 


rape 


Until we become a community that reall 
we Will have a climate that results in a 
"drug problem”. 

and Pot 

— Tea  ¥ 

are tree On request from 


National Clearinghouse for 
Druq Abuse Information 
P.O, Box 2305 

Rockville, MD 20852 
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Solidarity 


KARL SUcHBORL 


"The workers movement does not challenge 
anyone. We ourselves challenge one another 
with this revolt...the enemy, our most vicious 
enemies are ourselves...we are our own greatest 
threat." So said Lech Walesa in this month's 
Playboy interview, 

In eight months Solidarity had become an 
independent union, which had its own head- 
quarters, published its own newspaper ana 
had its own printing and telex facilities, all 
reforms previously unheard of in a Soviet- 
Bloc country. 

Lech Walesa played down these reforms and 
said, "We have attained one tremendous accom- 
plishment. In the past year we survived. This 
is the greatest accomplishment of all.", and 
it was, in a communist state where reform 
does not come easy. 

However, on December 12, 1981 Solidarity 
sent itself’over the edge. At the Solidarity 
convention in Gdansk, radical members overode 
the moderate stand of Walesa and issued a 
warning to the Polish government. If the 
government refused to meet a series of union 
demands, Solidarity would hold its own national 
referendum asking the Polish fee. four 
questions: 1,)Are you for a vote of confidencs 
in General Jaruzelski? 2.) Are you for the 
establishment of a temporary government and 
free elections? 5.) Are you for providing 


military guarantees to The Soviet Union in 


Poland? 4.) Can The Polish Communist Party 
be the instrument of such guarantees in the 
name of the whole society? 

Hours after that meeting broke up in 
Gdansk, Polish troops surrounded the union's 
headquarters in Warsaw, beginning what the 
former Ambassador to the U.S. called 


" ae 
the most flagrant and brutal violatidn of 


human rights, which makes a mockery of tho 
Polish signatures on the Helsinki accord," 

On December 13, 1981 General Jaruzelaki 
declared martial law in Poland with an onslought 
of orders: the convening and holding of 
gatherings, processions, and demonstrations wan 
banned, The distribution of all kinds of pub- 
lications or imformation by any means was banned, 
All public gatherings for sports events and 
artistic entertainment was also banned, . There 
was a curfew imposed from 10 p.m to 6a,in. 
People wanting to change thelr permanent 
residence for a period longer than 48 hours 
had to first gain permission from regional 
authorities, 

With the institution of martial law, Poles 
were told there Was a "temporary suspension of 
all basic civil rights defined in The Polish 
Constitution, dn particular those of personal 
liberty." 

Romauld Spasowski, former Ambassador to the 
U.S. also said of martial law, " Under the 
umbrella of the military , specially trained 
units and security police began an unprecedented 
reign of terror,..A state of war has been 
imposed upon Poland , a state of war against the 
Polish people," uae 

Since the imposition of martial Law the 
government confirms that 5906 people have been 
"interned", the ma Beet. in jaila, and 17 
people have died, & at the Wujok Coal Mine, 9 
in Gdansk, : 

At the Wujek Coal Mine, the government ulloged 
that several hundred people, armed with axes, 
red-hot metal rods and explosives attacked civil 
militia,.The militla responded "in self defense" 
and killed eae es two died in the hospital, 

the New York Times reports that troopa were 


TOMA 


Tdmping slightly aa the reault ef a 
twisted back, Pavid Toma ambled un te the 
anait, woeden pediun amid a thunderana 
round of applause from the studenta and 
staff of Norwood dunior Hieh Seuth, After 
Aan unneceasary introduction from the 


principal, he bean his lone, but never 
boring, speech. 


Twoeand=a-half houra later he atepped 
Gown to a atanding ovation, briskly atepped 
over to the erowd, ahaking a few handa, and 
talked with a few atudenta. 

Later he was still] talking. A table 


had beeh set up outaide the sehooel and 

people were drifting in and out of earahot, 
picking up pilecea of conversation aa he 
spoke to one of South'a “drugeiea." Talking 
and listening, listening and commenting. 
That's what thia fuy doea...talka, and carea, 

He talka about druga, and, uaing a 
forceful yet eloquent tone, hia message ia 
easily read. He atarta off with a brief 
intro..."Oh, I waa hither or yonder a few 
daya amo, and you know what’ The place waa 
overcrowded with drug@iea." Then Toma drives 
into a harrowing and believable tale of hia 
experiences. ‘he atory ia quite believable, 
yes, but ia it juat a wee bit exaggerated’ 
One cannot tell, for Toma haa under hia belt 
over 7000 arrests, two TV aeriea based an 
hia career, and several booka dealing with 
druga written about him and by him, Heta 
not a super-cop or 4 Serpice, but those 
2000 arreata were made without firing 4 
shot in anger. 

"Why do you do thia?" asked one Norwood 
student. 

"Recause, kid, I leve you," and he does. 
fo him, it'a not the money, it'a knowing that 
he may have saved one kid, juat one kid, from 
a harrowing life, or death, 

One thing's for certain, in Norwood, twe 
years aro, hia message wan well taken. Hope it 
will be here. 


sont in againat strikera at the Ursus WORKS, on 
the outakirte of Warsaw, at a refinery in Gdansk, 
at two foundries in Katowice, at the nitrate 
worke in Pulawy and at the Stasgic colliery. 

The Vice Prime Minister for Internal Affairs 
told The Times that strike action had been 
Nepecially intense'in the provinces Of Wareaw, 
Katowice, (idansk, Szczecin, Wroclaw, Lublin and 
Gorzow. fie also’ sald that, "in @ dosen or 60 
places 1t was necessary to use moana of direst 
coorelon," 

odiidarity 16 so much more than @ union 9% 
mijidion strong, it is @ movement that's built ite 
very soul from Polish hearte, In the past year 
Poles have tasted fresdom,,to rip it all away 
now Willi cause bitterness and resentment, Mertiat 
law was put into effect to stabilize Poland, hut 
Poland will not rest! The atrikes ana presents 
will continue, because the flame that turns is 
Polish hearts will not die,.The Yolish government 
in instituting martial law has fusled that flare, 


Walesa sald it best, "The face that t logs 
today, bacaune somdons breaks my jay, oF hangs 
mo, does not mean | loat,,.liut the 1468, whatever 
happonk later, may prave to be the gresh a 1? 
yvietory." 


See Godspell!? 


To the Editor: 

In the past, the school play has 
been one of the biggest events in town. 
For many years I can remember coming 
to see what seemed to be a professionally 
staged play. 

Last year, as it happens every third 
year, was the end of the contractural cycle 
and a drama, sans music, was to be put on. 
The drama club fought with much hardships 
before finally staging a splendid showing 
of a popular English mystery. One of the 
hardships, though, was a small turnout 
due to much premature, unreasonable 
criticism. j 

This year, the magnificence of the 
musical is back. The drama club has been 
working hard on the great rock-and-roll 
smash hit, Godspell. Aided by a rock 
combo formed and directed by John Ford, 
backed up by Mrs. Hughes and the chorus, 
this year's play promises to outdo all 
others. 

Anyone who misses the show will miss 
one of the highest moments of his high 
school years. Let me remind you that 
when Sharon High puts on 2 play, the music 
is magical, the dancing is dazzling, and, 
if I may add, the acting, is without a 
doubt, awesome. 

We, the students, must support the 
school play with as much spirit as we do 
sports. To let the musical die would be 
to murder Sharon High at its best. We must 

show, and continue to show for years to 
. ome , that when the students of Sharon set 
2 do anything, we do it with pride, 
with style, and with enthusiasm that could, 
‘f in itself, bring down the house 


--Laurence Lovett 


Gook Banning 


To the Editor: 

I am very concerned about the problem of book cen- 
sorship which is beginning to grow at an alarming rate. 
As books are banished from a library, our society re- 
gresses. ; 

Parents in certain towns in this country are afraid 


language. They feel that the schools have no right to 
encourage or require the students to be exposed to this 
type of reading. Parents in these areas feel it is 
their parental duty to try and cleanse the schools as 
well as the minds of their children. 

E In Baileyville, Maine, a parent became outraged when 
she discovered her daughter reading 365 Days. The | 
language in this book so incensed her that she insisted 
that it be removed from the school library. 

I feel that if this particular book so offended her 
then she simply shouldn't read it. For this individual 
to attempt to ban this book from the school library was 
insane. A book simply contains words which cannot, in 
and of themselves, hurt anyone. Censors indicate the 


That's fine if the words happen to be graffiti. However, 
if they are contained in a book which has something 

f : valid to say, it should be available to all who wish to 

Y read it, 

Br I feel grieved that the issue of censorship is 

i, ee growing. When this occurs,it produces limited reading, 
which produces limited minds’ capable of limited thinkine 
which ultimately produces a limited society. * 
‘3 The Reverend A. Travis, a "Moral Majority” supporter, 
ahs. said, "Burn the books if you don't like them." In my 

q opinion, if people begin dictating to others what they 


dn, the basic principles upon which this free democratic 
Society is based are bein; seriously violated. 


-~fvan Simon 


CORRESPONDE 


Letters to the Editor 


School Spirit at Sharon High 


to permit their children to read books containing explicit 


| ie obligation to expurge "dirty words" from school libraries. 


are permitted to read, as well as what they should believe 


E 


To the Editor: 

We've all known that a certain enthusiasm 
has been lacking in our school the essence of 
which is demonstrated in our day to day living. 
How much do we really risk being ourselves-- 
daring even to say "good morning” lest we be 
rejected or told "it ain't so” cause hell broke 
out at my house last night. The extent at which 
we are willing to be more loving is a prime 
factor in changing this cold environment into 
a warm one. 

Perhaps the older members of this family 
could try talking "to” each other rather than 
"at" each other. Perhaps we could risk express-— 
ing our opinions more often and daring to share 
our various values, realizing that "no values" 
is a value. 

How about working together to create some 
new traditions? Rather than each senior class 
leaving one another a verbal legacy of alcohol, 
drugs and sex, we might consider moving away 
from self and exploring and reinforcing the role 
young people might play in making this a better 
town, state, nation and world to live in. 

I would like to see us get rid of such 
traditions as "slave day" or "buy a senior day” 
and traditions which judge the best class by 
who can shout the loudest. They reflect low 
expectations for young people and do not 
encourage them to reach beyond themselves. We 
not only need to give our young people “roots” 
but also "wings." There are many students in 
this school who would love to see us grow and 
Mature in a new direction. The answer, I 
believe, lies in an awakened faculty and student 
government courageous enough to love across 
barriers of religion, race and class and really 
wanting to see this high school become a 
"training ground for life." 


--Mr. Sumner Me 


~The 


IT’S ABOUT TIME 


To the nditor: 

I think we should all be encouraged by the fact that 
new laws coneerning drinking and driving are in the works. 
Thousands and thousands of people are killed each year in 
alcohol-related ear accidents, and many of those people were 
repeat offenders for driving while intoxicated. However, 
these laws must not be simply reactions to holiday tragedies; 
they must by permanent deterrents for the abusers of alco- 
hol. 

Judges throughout Massachusetts have said that they 
feel sentences concerning driving and drinking violations have 
been too lax. Recently a man was sentenced to a year in 
jaiMafter being arrested for drunk driving twice within a 
three day period. On Christmas a 16-year old boy killed 
four people in a car accident while under the influence. 
Judges want him to be charged with voluntary manslaughter 
‘or his erime. 

This boy is being used as an example --there is no 
question of that--and it is right that he receive the punish- 
ment due him. However, tragedies such as this happen 
every day of the year and the laws need to be tougher for 
everyone. Do we need a mandatory jail sentence for each 
first offender? Is there any way to stop teenagers from 
ting &lcohol from so-called "buyers"? Do we need more 
policemen on the roads? Should 2nd and 3rd offenders be 
given a longer jail term? These are all questions which will 
be answered soon, I hope,for now. 


--Jimmy Messina 
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1 IMPORTANT PUBLIC NOTICE 


i 
H i 
i For the purposes : 
fof estimating your state income tax, i 
| the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 1 
[J requires you to report all income i 
i ' you receive from r 
(he kickbacks, 
| stealing, u 
| dealing in illegal drugs, u 
I and gambling. u 
pet reporting such income can lead tol 
prosecution for perjury or fraud. I 


t I 
i Make It In Massachusetts 
! any way you can !! ! 


Christmas Carols 


To the Editor: 

Although songs such as "Sdlent Night" and 
"Joy to the World" may have originated as pure- 
ly religious songs, they have developed into an 
integral part of American culture. They have 
become holiday songs: in general, and as sung 
by the chorus, they are not intended to impose 
any religious beliefs on anyone. The primary 
value of these songs is in their music; their 
words have lost much of their original literal 
meaning, becoming simply wishes for joy, good- 
will, and happiness. 

We must confront the real problems concern- 
ing the separation of Church and State; for ex- 
ample, the Creationists, groups seriously at- 
tempting to impose their religious views on o- 
thers, directly through the public school sys- 
tem. The singing of traditionally accepted ho- 
iday songs in the halls of Sharon High hardly 
seems relevant to this problem. Since some of 
the most beautiful and well-written songs are 
about God, it would be unreasonable to ask the 
Sharon High School Chorus, or any other serious 
singing group, to eliminate from its repertoire 
all songs mentioning God. 

(By the way, even the daily Pledge of Alle- 
giance contains a reference to a nation “under 
God". Maybe it should be banned from SHS, or at 
least rewritten so as to separate Church from 
State?) 


--—Mure inkan 
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A YEAR IN SHARON 


Mo the isditor: 

where do J begin? With the 
best time? the bad times? I 
have grown to realize’? sll minenz. 
However, it is people - rs, 
residents of Sharon - who stand ore 
in my resemberances. My feelings t ae 


I draw closer to leaving tie lin 
While reflecting, an irony is 
I arrived at Logan Airport at 
the 17th...or was it the 14th? 
know, nor did I care. 
I've begun to court tne days le 

Sharon was a town so different 
a small town on the Mastern coas 
or an,where else I had ever t 


didn't 


chanting to see it for tne firs e 
roors were blanketed in a cusnion 


tne gutters were clas in winter walls o 
like inverted buttresses, stretched tau 
an unseen force. The nard crusted snow gave 
way when J stepped on it, filling my snoes 
with powder. The houses appeared vibrant, 
though aged, Sleepy yet thougntful. How exqui-- 
ita@y complete New England is in tne winter, 
so dissimilar to my origin, wnere tne contin- 
uity of life is made boring, almost dreaded 
by the unchanging seasons, where the et 
of the climate is relected in the hearts of 
the people but fails to cleanse their souls 
ot tedium. 
Whatever tne obvious physical differences 
of location and habit, T soon learned tnat 
people are the most basic and necessary unit 
of any society. 
Teenagers imay find the path to adulthood 
turbulent, disencnanting, harsn, and - at 
times - cruel. Please, never believe that you 
have stopped growing! For that would be tue 
time to stop dreaming; there would be no more 
goals. You would stop walkiny the road of 
life and that is a sorrowful and disdainfrul 
deatn. Your problems are shared tnhrcugnout 
the world; in different cultures the pressure 
may Rae different forms, anc the we 
used in conflict may ve different. HE 
Ki eierent: the} remain identical in 
Oz cause. Seein,; these roots of rival 
the retaticonship between opponents 
the great void made perfect by misun 
Knowledge is begotten only 
eitfort, and honesty, and tr. 
ance and full utilization of 
Jife piches you. Life is as 


ho om 
HOt 


chee 


can never strike out as. tong u li 
bat and walk to home olate. 

You have the power in youtr: 0 
wish; this is a wnere 


= 


people epitomise liberty. Thi 
be abused, or it can be rig satfully 


I ain disheartened to see so Tew peo 
use of it. When life-is there, 

feel it. Dream your dreams, vi 
goais; tnuey are yours, and 

Space for you to grow. Set 


too high for you to reach, 
expend effort, and laugh. M 
Sharon High are not all sweet, 
marmalade they will mellow with ag 
you everyone. 


haron 
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nion 
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are foregoing their right to vote. 


THE LAST WORD 


An Editorial 


Apathy 


GERALD H. GAMM 


I just turned 18! On Monday, January 18, 
I gained many of the rights, privileges, and 
responsibilities accorded adults. My "Cinder- 
ella" drivers' license will never again turn 
into a pumpkin at 1:00 a.m. I have become 
obligated to register for the hypothetical 
military draft. Supposedly, I can now go see 
X-rated movies. My parents no longer have to 
sign legal documents on my behalf. All of 
these "birthday presents," though, pale in 
comparison to my newly-acquired ability to 
vote. Suffrage is the single greatest 
possession of the citizens of the United 
States. A democracy whose citizens don't 
have that right is called a dictatorship. 


Unfortunately, a horrifying number 

of Americans--my peers and elders alike-- 

E They 
are succumbing to apathy, the tapeworm of 
democracy. Apathy is saying "maybe” when 
pressed for a decision, mumbling "I cunno" 
when asked for an opinion, and pretending 
to look the other way when seeing a freshman 
pulled into the 300's lav. Apathy is not 
Caring, not wanting to care. "The hottest 
places in Hell," wrote Dante, “are reserved 
for those who in time of great moral crises 
maintain their neutrality.” 


Ours is a society disgustingly apathetic. 
Monkeys all! 

See no evil... 

After witnessing a murder or a rape, 
people often "don't bother" to call the police. 

Hear no evil... 

The cries of starving, homeless Asian 
and African children for assistance are too 
frequently superseded by the stomach's groans 
for a Snicker's candy bar. 

Speak no evil... 

Rather than commit ourselves to an 
unpopular cause in which we believe, many 
of us would rather listlessly drift with 
the majority. 


Only when we all crawl out of our cells 


‘and begin caring about others can we truly 


care for, and respect, ourselves. Apathy is 
a disease that breeds indifference, oblivi- 
ousness. It is a sad day, when, in the 
birthplace of modern democracy, less than 
30% of voting-age Americans elect the President. 
Even worse, few of those who don't vote care. 
As Robert Maynard Hutchins commented in 1954: 
The death of democracy is 
not likely to be an assassination 
from ambush. It will be a slow 
extinction from apathy, indiffer- 
ence, and undernourishment. 


Sometimes I wonder if all those people who refuse 


to vote would prefer to haye a government in 
which they have no say...but then I realize the 
redundancy of the thought. 
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